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respect, to overcome the coolness of the public, and to assert the
high dignity of their guest. Mary, in order to give to the event a
more festive appearance, entered during dinner, bearing a vase of
perfume which she poured upon the feet of Jesus. She afterwards
broke the vase, according to an ancient custom by which the vessel
that had been employed in the entertainment of a stranger of dis-
tinction was broken.1 Then, to testify her worship in an extraor-
dinary manner, she prostrated herself at the feet of her Master
and wiped them with her long hair.2 All the house was filled with
the odour of the perfume, to the great delight of every one except
the avaricious Judas of Kerioth. Considering the economical habits
of the community, this was certainly prodigality. The greedy
treasurer calculated immediately how much the perfume might
have been sold for, and wh.at it would have realised for the
poor. This not very affectionate feeling, which seemed to place
something above Jesus, dissatisfied him. He liked to be honoured,
for honours served his aim and established his title of Son of
David. Therefore, when they spoke to him of the poor, he replied
rather sharply: " Ye have the poor always with you ; but me ye
have not always/' And, exalting himself, he promised immortality
to the woman, who in this critical moment gave him a token of love.8
The next day, (Sunday, 9th of Nisan,) Jesus descended from
Bethany to Jerusalem.* When, at a bend of the road, upon the
summit of the Mount of Olives, he saw the city spread before Mm,
it is said he wept over it, and addressed to it a last appeal^ At
the base of the mountain, at some steps from the gate, on entering
the neighbouring portion of the eastern wall of the city, which was
called Bethphage, no doubt on account of the fig-trees with which

of affection or of domesticity, to attend upon him when he goes to eat at the
house of another.

11 have seen this custom still practised at Sour, (Zoar.)

9 We must remember that the feet of the guests were not, as amongst us, con-
cealed under the table, but extended on a level with the body on the divan, or
triclinium.

8 Matt. xxvi. 6, and following; Mark xiv. 8, and following; John xi. 2, rii 2,
and following. Compare Luke viL 36, and following.

4 John xii, 12.                                          5 Luke xix, 41, and following.